
כי תקנה עבד עברי שש שנים יעבוד ובשביעית יצא
לחפשי חנם.

“When you acquire an עבד עברי, six years he shall
work, and in the seventh he is released for free.”

(שמות כא:ב)

This פרשה is the very first following מתן תורה,
and this מצוה is the very first of this פרשה, which
implies it is very significant. But at first glance
there seems to little relevance to our lives,
especially as the מצוה of עבד עברי does not
apply today?

תורת אמת in the רבי יהודה לייב איגר זיע''א
explains that this מצוה absolutely applies to this
day, just in a different format. The first of the
Who ה' taught us that there is one עשרת הדברות
runs this world and every single aspect of it. We
have no need to turn anywhere else and
therefore we must not turn anywhere else. This is
the foundation of all of Yiddishkeit: 'אנכי ה
I am Hashem! I am in control of ,אלוקיך
everything! ...לא יהיה לך, don’t turn anywhere
else! Not for פרנסה, not for רפואה, not for
That’s what it means to .ה' nothing. Only …הצלחה
be an 'עבד ה, a true servant of 'ה; we are totally
dependent on Him – כי לי בני ישראל עבדים.

But what if a person feels somewhat beholden to
his boss, his doctor, his shadchan, even his
friends? For that, we have “ובשביעית - the
seventh”. This can refer to שמיטה which we are
practising now, or even to שבת, which comes
around every week. At these times, we turn away
from everything else in the world and commit
ourselves entirely to השי''ת. It is an opportunity to
remind ourselves that we should not feel the
need to pander to other people, to be controlled
by them or become subservient to them. We are
subservient only to 'ה and this is the true meaning
of “freedom”. 

צו את בני ישראל ואמרת אליהם...

"Command the Bnei Yisroel and say to them…"

The פרשת התמיד begins with משה רבינו being told to
direct this מצוה to the entire בני ישראל, rather than just
to the כהנים. Although one might think that the offering
of קרבנות is a מצוה restricted to the כהנים who actually
bring it and perform the עבודה, the פסוק tells us that
this is not the case. Rather, the bringing of קרבנות is a
national responsibility and as such takes place in the
presence of אנשי מעמד, selected delegates
representing all of כלל ישראל.

Rav Schwab זצ''ל however points out that the next פסוק
says ואמרת להם, speak to them, which is a clear
reference to the כהנים who will be bringing the קרבן as
our שליחים as they have special rules that apply to
them.

It is essential to remember therefore, that the closeness
which is created by a קרבן is not restricted to those who
actually bring it, rather, it brings a real attachment to all
of כלל ישראל. Whatever one’s role is, we all have a
,הקב''ה to a special sense of closeness to שייכות
something we should treasure every single day.
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q: Why do we have so
many הלכות which
govern our day from
the moment we wake
up till we go to
sleep?
A: Human beings have
many different levels of
existence. The two most
basic ones are נפש and
The same way that .נשמה
you don’t question why

you need to eat and drink
every day to keep your נפש
alive, because you
understand that a person
needs sustenance to
survive, so too, the נשמה
needs sustenance to stay
alive. That sustenance is
and our מצוות and תורה
relies on their daily נשמה
intake in order to keep
going…
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Zmanim
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מוצאי שבת
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Meir, an אברך living in Lakewood, had to travel to an
engagement in New York on a מוצאי שבת. On the
motorway he realised that he was running very short
on petrol. However, to his dismay, he discovered that
he was still in his שבת clothes and had no money on
him. He searched his car and found just $3.50! 

He said to himself, ‘I have to do my השתדלות,
Hashem will take care of the rest’. He pulled into a
service station and asked the attendant to fill up
$3.50. Surprised, the attendant asked him, ‘Is that
really all that you need?!’ Meir responded that in
truth he needed more, but that was all the money he
had on him. The attendant responded, ‘Don’t worry
about it, I will fill you up a full tank, and I’ll put it on
my bill!’ 

All one has to do is a bit of השתדלות…

This Monday, כ"ט שבט, marks the Yohrzeit of הרב
קדושת the , חנניה יום טוב ליפא טייטלבוים זיע’’א
.יום טוב

He was born in 1836, in Stropkov, to his father רב
who, in turn, was the ,ייטב לב the ,יקותיאל יהודה
grandson of the ישמח משה. His main Rebbes were
the דברי חיים of Sanz and רב יצחק אייזיק of
Ziditchov. 

As a small boy, he accidently extinguished one of
the יום טוב candles. His mother gasped in shock
but his father reassured her that this boy would
one day ‘light beautiful candles’.

He married Reitze Rubin, and at the age of 28 he
became רב in the small town of Tetch, Ukraine, a
position he held for 19 years. Unfortunately, he
didn’t have children from his first wife and after
receiving a היתר מאה רבנים to remarry, he took as
his new wife a cousin, Chana Ashkenazi, who after
many childless years and a written ברכה from the
.bore him 4 children ,דברי חיים

In 1883, after his father’s ר' חנניה ,פטירה became
the רב of Sighet, Hungary, a community which had
over 10,000 Yidden. 

He was known as a staunch opponent of Jewish
socialists and secular Zionism, and believed that
the same way that sweetness couldn’t come out of
something bitter, so too many of the leaders of
these movements, who were unfortunately mostly
כלל for ישועה could not bring about a ,כופרים
He was also known to say that a Yied can .ישראל
accomplish more whilst dancing on שמחת תורה
than all the תפילות of the ימים נוראים!

He was נפטר in 1904. His son ר' חיים צבי זצ"ל
succeeded him as רב of Sighet, and his other son
.in Satmar רב became a ר' יואל זצ"ל
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Melave Malka 
continues this week...

Wishing Rabbi Silkin & his family 
Mazel Tov on the upcoming
Chasunah of his daughter. 
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