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At this time of year, winter sets in and the world
around us grows darker. For some people, it can
seem like winter all year around as they struggle
to see clearly in the spiritual darkness that
surrounds them. However, as we find in this
week's NWNY, lack of clarity itself can actually
lead to very positive outcomes.

122N 7NY' became visually impaired as he grew
older. This led to 2j7V' receiving the NIDM in
place of WY, as he was famously able to
masquerade as his brother. Already we are
being taught that the lack of clear vison can
actually result in blessing. The question many
D'wN9N ask though, is how could j7NY' possibly
want to bentch IWY over 1j7V'? Surely he was
aware of IWV's evil ways, well established by this
point in the story?

The N'U'T NI7T'WN 'N exquisitely explains that
i7NX' was fully aware of IWV's bad behaviour. But
he believed that he could do NaIwN and turn his
life around. In fact, he felt that for this reason
IWY needed the NIDN1 more than 17V In his
mind therefore, his NIAID were, that come what
may, even if IWY was far from perfect, he should
be gebentched, so that one day, when he would
turn his life around, the NI>12 would be fulfilled.

However, N"1j70 knew that 2j7V"'s children would
not always be D'j7"TN. And so the nature of
[7NX"s NI11D would be necessary for 2j7V! as well.
In this way, 21j7U"s descendants would be
protected by {7NX's NIDM] if they occasionally
strayed from the path.

So it was really 7NX's inability to see that has
actually “seen us through” this long and difficult
ni7...
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For He spoke and it came to be, He commanded and it stood
firm.

This 7109 takes us back to the beginning of time and
reinforces our NJINN in N'WNI2 NWVN. In fact N2 1227 right
at the start of N'WNI2 explains that in reality everything was
created from total nothingness on the first day and then on
the subsequent days of creation, N"1j7N gave them form and
longevity.

This is why our {7109 has two parts to it. "'l N NIN is the
fact that N"27N created everything with the power of speech
(which is the idea of creating something outside of oneself)
and TINV' NINX RIN is that once it was created it was, so to
speak, ‘made to last’.

The truth is that nothing in the world has independent
existence, rather it all continues to exist as a result of N"27N
willing it to be so, each and every moment. This is why the
7109 says TRNVI NIN NIN, it is only because of His
commandment that anything in this world can ‘stand’ as it is.

Since everything exists as a result of N"1j7N’s words, let us
think about how important it must be to listen to His words,
the words of NN, the blueprint of Creation.
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This Tuesday, 170D 'N, marks the Yohrzeit of Rawv
Boruch Ber Leibowitz '7"N1.

Born in Slutzk, Belarus, in 1870, young Boruch Ber
gained a reputation as a child genius. He went to
learn in Volozhin where he became fiercely attached
to Rav Chaim Soloveichik '7"¥1, and would become
one of his foremost DITN'7N, spreading his Rebbe's
then novel TIN'7N \7NN. At the young age of 16, he
received NJ'NO from Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Spektor
7'

He married Faige Zimmerman of Hlusk, daughter of
the town 17, Rav Avrohom Yitzchok, whom Rav Boruch
Ber would succeed as the NONNT NN. In 1904, he
was appointed as NA'W'N YN in 70X ND1D N2'Y! in
Slabodka, one of the most prestigious NI of the
day. During World War 1, he had to relocate the N2
to Kremenchung and then to Vilna before eventually
settling in Kamenitz in 1926, where the naw
flourished for the next 13 years. In 1928, he went to
the USA to raise funds for the n2'. New York City
Mayor, Jimmy Walker, presented Rav Boruch Ber with
the key to the city and stated that Rav Boruch Ber
alone proved the existence of Hashem, for only a G-d
could have made someone like Rav Boruch Ber!

Aside from his mind-blowing MNI1IN1, he was also
known as a tremendous NITN 7V1. His daughter was
engaged to be married, but unfortunately the 1NN
broke off the YT in heart-breaking fashion. Many
years later the man had the temerity to ask Rav
Boruch Ber for a written approbation for a job in
NN that he was pursuing. Rav Boruch Ber sat down
and wrote a beautiful letter, full of praise and
accolades, for the man who had broken his
daughter’s heart. He then called in two DNINA to go
over the letter and to make sure that it was
praiseworthy enough, for he wanted to make sure
that not even a tiny bit of animosity still lingered in his
heart!

In 1939, when the Nazis invaded Kamenitz, he moved
the N2'Y' to Vilna. He fell ill and on 1702 'N he was
lying in bed with two of his DT'N'7N attending to him,
when he suddenly perked up and said, ‘The Rebbe is
here’! He asked the D'MIN2 to say over some NIN of
Rav Chaim, and then collapsed back into his bed,
murmuring the words, AN N 7N DI7wa Mavr,
before returning his pure NNW1 to D'NW.
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Do you have an upcoming simcha or

yohrzeit that you would like to mark in a
meaningful fashion?

Chazu Bonai is enjoyed by mispalelim in
over 60 shuls nationwide and we are
currently welcoming sponsorship.

Full sponsorship can be yours for £180 or a

single line for just £36.
Please contact 07878158547 or
info@chazon.org.uk
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In 2008, Israel was at war in Gaza. The first Israeli casualty was a
young man called Dvir Alimonav. His mother, Dalia, had recently lost
her husband and had now tragically lost her only son. She missed
him terribly, and one night before she went to bed she said, “n,
please send me a hug from Dvir so that | know that his death was
not for naught’. A few days later, Dalia’s daughter asked her to
accompany her to a concert in D'7WIN' and Dalia half-heartedly
agreed to go along. The concert was slightly delayed and a 2-year-
old boy sat himself down next to Dalia. Dalia, a preschool teacher,
asked him what his name was. He replied, ‘My name is Eshel and |
have a brother called Dvir'l

Dalia perked up and looked over at Eshel's family who were sitting
two rows back. She approached them and saw baby Dvir in his
pram. She inquired as to when Dvir was born and why they had
chosen to name him the rather unusual name, Dvir. The woman
replied that while she was expecting Dvir, she had gone to see a
doctor who had grimly told her that there was a high possibility that
the baby would be born with a severe heart defect. She went home
and saw the news that Dvir Alimonav had died in Gaza. She was
profoundly saddened and said, “n, if you give me a healthy son, |
promise to name him Dvir in memory of the fallen soldier’. The baby
was born perfectly healthy, BH. Dalia was dumbstruck and said, ‘I am
Dvir's mother’! This time, it was the other woman's turn to be
shocked. She picked up the baby, handed him to Dalia, and said,
‘Here, Dvir wants to give you a hug'.
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