WEEKLY EMUNOH DIGEST FOR TEENAGE BOYS
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It's Elul. And it's easy to feel despondent: can we
really change? But this week's N9 offers hope.

The {7109 begins: “When you go out to war against
your enemy...” Rashi famously comments: N127T N7
VIN 1Y TD NN NN, which some DO'wnon
extend to the whole NWID: it is referring
throughout, to the battle against the v N
Therefore, if understood properly, this NwID
contains within it strategies for battling the
ultimate enemy, every individual's personal ¥
V.

The N"VU'T DIN1 NAWNN sees one such strategy in
the very opening words: When you go out to battle.
Surely it could have just said DN'7N 13, when you
battle. Why is it necessary to talk of “going out”,
words that even provide the very name of the
N1TO?

He answers with a vital message: when it comes to
the UIN X' you need to make the first move. You
need to get up and go out to hunt it down before
it finds you. The NI tfells us that the VN N is
very cunning and always thinks up new strategies
to defeat you. If you allow it to get to you first,
you'll find it very difficult to succeed. But if you “go
out”, armed and ready, you'll catch it napping.

Even still, you need tremendous N'NYT NNU'D, as
the NN teaches that were it not for Hashem's
help, it would be impossible to overcome the ¥
VNN Therefore the {7109 continues and says “I1N1I
112 )i7178 "N, Hashem will deliver him into your
hands. But clearly, you can only be N2IT to such
help if you are prepared to “go out” to battle.

This lesson comes to us in the month of Elul with its
obvious message: start early and you'll have all the
N'NYT NNVU'D you need...
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Most people have the 2NN of saying 'V NIN N TIT7
twice a day from 717N wTIN WN until N2 NIVwIN. This
is based on a TN that says DI 'V NIWN N1 NIN
119D as well as a reference to NIDID with the words of
ND0D1 '119N! 1D,

Rather than being a mere hint, this QTN gets to the
heart of what NIWN WK and 119D DOI' are all about.

NIWN WN is a day of piercing clarity, a day where the
light of NIINN shines so brightly as we focus all of our
attention on being N"1j7n '7NN and crowning Him as
King over ourselves and the whole world. On NIwn WK\
we use this clarity to establish our priorities and
understand what is really important and ask n"aj7n to
give us a life where we can live for those values of NN
NII¥NI on a daily basis.

Once our NIINN is clear, we can use that awareness to
look at ourselves and our actions and see if they really
measure up to that which is true and important. When
we look at ourselves honestly, we see that we all have
shortcomings. This is why "N is our 'salvation’ on 119D DI'.
Like a merciful father, He waits for us to come home to
Him and then saves us by forgiving us when we do
NN,

N IS INCREDIBLY CLOSE
DURING THIS MONTH AND ONE
SHOULD VSE THE TIME T6
‘BUILD A CONCRETE
RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM, AND

A. 717N CAN INDEED SEEM 'DAVEN FOR ONE'S NEEDS.

LIKE A HUGE BURDEN, WITH TWNDEED THE NOVI says, W1

THE |'TN 'N! JUST ARGUND  INXNNA ') CALL OVT T6
THE CORNER. HOWEVER, WHEN HE IS CLOSE. THIS IS A
RATHER THAN JUST FEELING WONDERFUL TIME OF YEAR
FEARFUL AND OVERWHELMED, THAT GIVES VS THE "“Qp
THE PROMINENT FEELING  OPPORTVNITY TO 3 ,,
DURING THESE DAYS SHOULD  STRENGTHEN OUR

BE ONE OF OPPORTVNITY.  CONNECTION T6 N7,

*DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AND ARE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS?

TEXT US AT 07878158547 BEGINNING WITH THE WORD 'CHAZUBONAI".
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Next Friday, 717N '3, marks the 53rd Yohrzeit of the
Ponevezher Rov, Harav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman
7"\,

Yosef Shlomo was born in 1886 to Reb Yehuda Leib
and lta Leah Kahaneman. He grew up in the small
town of Kuhl in Lithuania, where a third of the 500
inhabitants were Yidden. At the age of 14 he went to
learn in Telz where he became one of the pioneers
who embraced the learning of 10IN in the N2'W'. He
also spent a year in Novardok where he served as the
temporary 20 after the passing of the N7IWN NV
and then left to Radin, where he learned in the ‘771D
of the DN yoN, becoming a close TN'7N of the YoN
D'"N and Rav Naftoli Trop N2727 D1INDT.

In 1911 he married Faige Rubin, the daughter of the 21
of Vidzh and he was appointed as 17 there later that
same year. In 1919 after Rav ltzele Rabinovich 7"¥1
was 109], he became the 11 of Ponevezh, one of the
biggest MIIN centres in Lithuania. Whilst there, he
was also elected a member to the Lithuanian
parliament.

In 1940, whilst on a visit to 7N YN, he learned that
the Russian army had occupied Lithuania, so he
decided to stay where he was. 4 years later, he built
the famous Ponevezh Yeshiva, one of the most
prestigious NIA'Y' in the world with thousands of
DNINA. He also built orphanages and personally
raised money and cared for hundreds of orphans.

After the war, Rav Kahaneman travelled around
Europe looking for Jewish children that were being
raised in Christian orphanages to save them and to
bring them to 7N YIN. Upon walking into one of
the orphanages he asked the Christian nun to please
allow him to rescue the Jewish children. She refused,
saying, ‘None of your kind are here.” Rav Kahaneman
walked in and cried out, "N 17I7N N TN unw
TNN'T Suddenly many of the children started
screaming, ‘Tattel Mamme!’, remembering how their
own parents had put them to bed each night with
those timeless words. In this way, he succeeded in
saving many Yiddishe children.
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Yankel was a poor Yid living in D"7&IN' who made a living by going
around to D'WIT7TN NINI7N and refilling the oil by the DMAj7. When
his eldest daughter was engaged to be married to a fine 1IN2, he
didn't know where he would begin to cover the wedding expenses.
He borrowed $22,000 to cover the NIINN costs. The night before
the wedding, a thief broke into their apartment, ransacked the
place, found the money underneath some floorboards and stole the
whole lot.

The next morning Yankel came down the stairs and saw the
ransacked apartment. He ran to the hiding place where he had
stored the money and realized that it was all gone. He looked at his
wife and merely said, ‘N2107 1T DX. Yankel went to daven and
proceeded straight to the wedding hall where he showed the hall
owner the police report. The owner told him, 'l will only charge you
10% of the original costs and you can pay me over time.' The caterer
told him, 'the food is on me, you can pay whenever you get the
chance.' He proceeded to speak to the photographer and the band
and they each told him the same thing. Yankel was amazed at the
chessed of his fellow Yidden despite the fact he still had some hefty
bills to pay.

As they were in the car park waiting to leave to the chasuna hall,
Yankel's six-year-old daughter came running out of the building, and
didn't see a truck heading straight for her. She flew into the air,
landed with a thud on the concrete and... simply picked herself up,
dusted herself off and joined her family, without so much as a
scratch. Yankel closed his eyes, and screamed, ‘Tatte, thank you for
taking the money!’
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