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It was a balmy Summer's day in 1939 in London.
Sammy was a young refugee, separated from his
family, one of the Kindertransport children who had
been rescued prior to the outbreak of World War |I.

There was much excitement in the orphanage where
he was living as they were about to meet none other
than King George VI! The boys scrubbed their faces
and knees, cleaned their clothing and waited with
excited anticipation for the next day. The following
morning, the boys all lined the sides of the streets as
the royal procession slowly drove by. Sammy realised
that they weren't going to actually meet the King
after all; all they would get to see would be the royal
procession. To the astonishment of all those around
him, Sammy broke ranks, ran down the street and
pounded on the door of King's royal car!

The car came to a stop. The King opened his door
and asked the young boy how he could help. In
faltering English, Sammy blurted out, “Your Majesty,
thank you very much for bringing me to your country. |
am however very lonely as my parents are still stuck in
Germany.” The King softly asked Sammy for his name,
his parents’ name, and where he was from. Then he
left.

A week later, Sammy was called into the
headmaster’s office. He was sure that he would be
reprimanded for his antics but instead the
headmaster informed him that the King had been
greatly impressed by him and had even sent him a
present. He opened the door and in walked Sammy's
parents, having been personally saved by King
George VI. Years later, one of Sammy's friends
tearfully recounted the story and said, “if only | had
had the guts to do what Sammy did. My parents may
still be alive.”

We are in the midst of 1IN M, a time when 7NN
NTY’, the King is in the field, and we can connect,
pour our hearts out and beseech Him for anything
that we need. We just need to grasp the opportunity
and pound on the King's door and make that request.
As 7"TN say, INXNN2 N IWNT is referring to the NMWY
NAIWN MY, for this is the time when the King of Kings
wants that connection more than ever.
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This year more than any other, NID'7N is in the headlines and the fact
that Her Majesty the Queen’s passing took place in the lead-up to UN1
NMIWN should not be lost on us. If NIWN WNT is about one thing, it is
N7l In fact, we are taught that earthly NID7N reflects Heavenly
NID7N. Power and grandeur are something that ought to make an
impression on us, and enable us to see the world from a different
perspective.

The : 17 N N1 tells us that the reason why we recite the ten D'j7109
of NID7N is DD'7V NID'INNY 'TD. They arent meant to be just read or
sung, rather they have a deep and profound purpose: to change the way
we relate to reality.

NI27N, kingship, carries with it duties and responsibilities. N"2j7N is our
benevolent King Who creates us and gives us life. He constantly looks
after us and takes care of our every need. In turn, we have
responsibilities to N"1j7N. Awareness of these responsibilities and
accepting them upon ourselves is called DY NI>'7N 71V N'7177.

NIWN W is referred to in many DMY0 as being the day of 11728 DNNAN,
the one who discovered that mortal men can have a relationship with
the Infinite Creator. But as mentioned, relationships work both ways.
N"1j7N does everything for us but needs nothing Himself, so what can we
do for Him?

112N DN discovered the answer to this question too: the one thing
that N"2j7N “needs” us for is to bring awareness of Him into the world. If
He were to do this Himself, we would all lose our free will. That is what
122N DNNAN dedicated his life to and that is the purpose of TN 77D
as well. Every single NIXN we do, reveals more NWIT{7 , more NI'ININ in
the world and creates that DWN WIT{7, with the ultimate 171 of N"27N
being N'wNN NINY, which is the theme of all of our NI7'9N NIWN WN.

Perhaps that's why NI''7n begins with the words 12'7V - it is upon us!
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The leining for the first day of NIwN WK1 tells the
story of 11NN NMY's relief from her childlessness with
the news that she would be blessed with a son. The
NN tells us that this was brought about on WNN
MWD and nine months later 7NY' was born. The
same is true for 7M1 who conceived on NIWN WX
and was blessed with 901", as well as NIN, who we
read about in the NNVOSN who was given the gift of
7NINY. Immediately we can derive a powerful lesson
relating to NIWN WN - through the power of N7'9N,
especially on this auspicious day, one can bring down
tremendous N212 from D'NY.

But there is another message contained within the
choice of this NMINN NNM{7. There are a few other
major events for which NIWN WX is the anniversary.
For example, 7"1N tell us that 0OI' was released from
prison on this day. Furthermore, the NTIAV in DN¥N
also ceased on NIWN WNI. What is the connection
between all these events and what is their
relationship to the 1" Tn DI'?

The answer is that they all carry the same
significance: each one is a story of hope, of
anticipation, of optimism. qOI' is given the news he'll
be a free man again. The Yidden in DNI¥N can see
the light at the end of the long tunnel. And the
NINNN, suffering in their barrenness, are suddenly
aware that they will one day bear children. Notice,
NIWN UK is not the day the children were born; it is
the day they become aware of the good news in the
future.

If you look carefully at the NI7'ON that are inserted
into the third NDM21 of each V"INW of O'NI1 DN, you
will see that they are bursting with optimism for the
future, for a better world: INAW! INY' O'7'TX D1I...

Of course, these words are referring to the ultimate
N7IN). But each and every person on NIWN WN1 can
and should look forward to their own personal better
future. This is also why we eat DIN'O at night.
Despite the fact that NIWN WN is a day of dread
and foreboding, nevertheless we are excited and
hopeful for better times ahead...
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The Ponovezher Rov 7'N1 once entered his Yeshiva and
asked the bochurim: What would you do if one of your
roommates was having a nightmare in which a huge
bear with its jaows wide open was threatening to eat him
alive?

And he provided the answer: You'd wake him up! You'd
wake him up! And with that, all his fears would melt
away. Similarly, a person can be caught up in the web
of the V1N ¥ and feel like there is no way out. But all
he needs to do is wake up and realise that all the
trappings of This World are false. This is an essential
message that we come across in all the NI7'9N of DM
D'N111. We daven that all evil should dissipate like a
cloud. Why a cloud? Because a cloud appears
threatening and ominous. But really, it’s just air. Similarly,
the 1O appears as this formidable foe that cant be
overcome. But it's just a nightmare. If we stir ourselves
awake and employ our 70V, then we can easily see
through the charade of the VN 1X! and wave it away.

This is the function of the 19IY, as the D"ANT famously
writes: Even though blowing 19I¥ on N™M is a NN
2INDN, nevertheless it contains a message: Wake up
slumberers from your sleep! Understand that all the
difficulties and challenges, both 'nwa and 1NN, are just
smokescreens thrown up by the JOW to try and
discourage you. But if you rise up and become alert to
its mischief, then you will not be fooled. Indeed, as we
mention throughout NIN'70, we are promised that 'N will
“erase your sins like a cloud and like smoke your
iniquities”, because in fact it really is just a nightmare.

And so, as you stand in Shul listening to the NIV{7N this
year, remember the message of the 21 72119: Wake him
up! Wake him up! And once awake, look around, take in
the NWIT{7 of the WNTNN N1, see the sincerity of the
D"779NN, recognise that this is actually what life is all
about and say to Nn"1j7N: Now please blow this cloud
away once and for all...

*DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AND ARE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS?
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The NN in MWD WUND says, ‘N7V'Y NIINDT 1197 NNN
N1I1V7 1197 0D2'IND7 . The simple interpretation of the NN
is that by saying {7NX' N7V which is an integral part of
NIINDT, we cause N'"1{7N to remember us for the good. We
daven that in the NIDT of our forefather 11AN 7NY!, we
should be sealed in the D"NN 19D.

However, Rav Shlomo Wolbe 7'NT gives a fascinating
alternative idea in how to explain the above NNA. Firstly,
we need to really understand what NIAINDT are all about.

We say in the N'7'9N of Zichronos: MINI7VYN 73 1721 197
N'YUNI2NY NINND1 )INNI, ‘before you all secret things are
revealed, and all hidden things from the beginning of
time'.

Rav Chaim Friedlander 7"N1 explains that “NINND1* are
activities which are physically covered or hidden. Much of
we do would be considered 1ND1, actions that '7"'1N refer
to as NNV 127 112, between man and himself. When we
daven, only we know how much N1lI1D we have; when we
learn only we know how much we are really focused. But
N"2j7n knows it all and judges us based on how much
effort we have put into our NIINN. "NINITVN“ however, are
things which don't involve physical action, rather, they are
hidden deep within the recesses of our hearts and our
Niwol. We ourselves may not even be aware of them,
subconscious reasonings behind our actions. NN
however, knows all of our subconscious feelings too as well
as all the hidden experiences that we go through.

Our NTIAV is to be more in touch with ourselves, to make a
W9OIN 112WN on a regular basis and try and understand why
we do things and why we act in certain ways, for only
once we understand what it is that we do, and why we do
it, can we then make a conscious and concerted effort to
put it right.

Therefore, says Rav Wolbe, our very act of saying NI1ND7,
our admission that we have many layers of motivation and
thought that N"2j7N judges us on, is in itself a tfremendous
NIDT for 1'Tn DI'! We are accepting that not all NIIxXN that
we do are really perfect, which is the first stage of trying
to rectify our actions, with a N71j7 to try improve our
motives and thoughts.

Therefore ‘MIIINDT 1197 NNN', when you admit that there is
no hiding from ‘N, for He sees into the deepest recesses of
our hearts and minds, that itself causes ‘D2NDT N7V'Y
N2107 197, and ‘N will remember us for the good and
grant us a sweet new year.
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j{7NX!' NT{7V is one of the central themes of NIWN WN.
We ask Nn"2j7n that in the NIDT of 112N DNIAN being
willing to sacrifice his precious only child, his
descendants should merit a sweet new year.

The D'WN9N ask various questions on the centrality of the
NT7V to NIWN UN. Firstly, many Yidden over the course
of history have willingly and even wholeheartedly given
up their lives for N"2j7N. What was so special about
{7NX!' NT{7Y, so much so that we ask for a N2IV MY for
the whole of 78! 772 many millennia later?

Secondly, we know that when DNM2N was informed
about the impending destruction of DITO, he beseeched
N"1j7Nn to annul his decree. Why by the NT'j7V, which
seemed to go against all logic, didnt DNT2AN question or
at least daven that j7NX! should stay alive?

To answer the above questions we need to understand
the depth of the 1I'01 of the DNNAN .NT'j7V had been
told, 'VI1 )7 N7 7Ny 1D’

TN 77D would be built through 17N 7NX!. He was
now told to kill that promised future and for all intents
and purposes to turn N"2j7N into a liar!

He had also spent his life preaching ‘N’s values, teaching
the NN of TON, the abhorrence of murder and fighting
against the idolatry ideal of human sacrifice. And now
he was being told to sacrifice and murder his own son!
Could there be a bigger ‘N 7I7'N than that, after he had
spent his life teaching humanity the very opposite of
what he was about to do?!

The 1I'01 of the N7V was the deepest possible 1101 of
NINN. It was incomprehensible. DNIAIN could have
easily said, I'm not listening to ‘N because after all, He
told me that j7NN' is the future!’ He could have also
excused himself by imagining the terrible ‘N 717'N that
would ensue. But he didn't. He asked no questions. He
didn't even daven out of fear that he may have the
slightest kernel of doubt in ‘N’s better judgement if he
would daven for his son!

The Brisker Rov said, ‘N1INN starts where one's 70w
ends’. The real test of our NIINN is if even when things
are totally incomprehensible, we can still say, that is the
will of ‘N and | must obey. That is the lesson to learn from
122N DNIAN, and if we internalise it, we will surely be
N2IT to a Nj7INNI NIV NIY.
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In the early 20th Century there was a Choshuve Yid living in
D7V called Reb Yoel Chaim Weissfinger who was a legendary
V{7IN '7V2. Each year, hundreds of Yidden would flock to his Shul
to hear him blow 19IW. In 1913, Reb Yoel Chaim was 1091. When
his 2 sons, Shimon and Leibel, split the NWIN', they agreed that
Shimon would inherit their father's small grocery store and Leibel
would take the 19IW. Shimon eventually moved to America where
he became a wealthy man.

Five years later, in 1918, Britain was at war with the Ottoman
Empire and Leibel was arrested by the Ottomans and deported
to Egypt. When Shimon heard about his brother’s incarceration,
he immediately travelled to Egypt where he secured Leibel's
release and gave him a considerable sum of money to help him
get back on his feet. Leibel was overcome with gratitude and
presented the precious 19I¥ as a gift to Shimon for saving his
life. Shimon was overwhelmed at the gift, and didn’t take his eye
off the small suitcase containing the package during the entire
voyage back to America. When he arrived home, he excitedly
went to retrieve the 19IW to show his family. He opened his
suitcase, but to his utmost dismay the package containing the
19I¥ had vanished!

Meanwhile, Leibel continued to struggle to support his family and
made the decision to move to Poland where he became the 21 in
a small town. Soon thereafter, the dark clouds of war enveloped
Poland and Leibel spent many torturous years in concentration
camps. When the war ended, Leibel wandered from DP camp to
DP camp, never managing to settle anywhere. One MIwn WN1
night, Leibel and a group of friends found themselves in Italy,
staying at the home of a kind hearted Italian farmer. They were
despondent as they realised they would have no 19I1¥ to blow the
following day. Suddenly, the farmer walked in with a small
package. He said, “Many years ago, | was a crew member on a
ship which sailed from Palestine to America. There was a Jew
there who seemed to be guarding a small suitcase with his very
life. I'm ashamed to admit it, but when we docked, | took
advantage of the noise and tumult to quickly open his suitcase
and remove a carefully wrapped parcel inside expecting it to
hide expensive jewellery. | was very disappointed to see that all it
contained was a strange looking horn. | realised that it must be a
religious object and have been waiting all these years to find
Jews to return the object to them.”

Leibel took hold of the item and
paled. It was none other
than his own father’s holy 19IW.
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