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The D'DN7N which 1j7V' dispatched to IWV now
returned with a frightening message: We came to
your brother, to IWY, and he his similarly coming
towards you...

The Zarnovtse Rebbe N'’V'1, in the NTWA D'NTIT,
explains that 1BV represents our VN 1Y/, no less
than he was the challenger to 27V, And this
episode teaches us an important lesson with regard
to the VN X', People sometimes mistakenly think
that once they've overcome a certain challenge
then they have won and the Vi X! will move on.
But he doesn't. On the contrary, he gets even
stronger, as the NN in .11 N2ID famously says: the
greater a person is, the greater is his V1n 1x'! And
this is what the messengers were relaying to 1j7V":
We moved towards IV but we found that he too
was moving towards you!

Naturally, this made 2j7V' very afraid, as the {7109
testifies: TNN 2j7V' NI However, and this is the
key point, 2j7V" did not give up. He did not wilt. He
did not run and hide. Quite the opposite. He
steeled himself and prepared for the showdown.
"N tells us he did this in three ways: by trying to
ward off IV with bribes (Reb Yonoson Eibshitz
7"N1 used to “convince” the VN N with witty
arguments); by davening; and by preparing for
battle.

These three strategies therefore apply to our
struggle with the U1 X', Firstly we have to realise
that the war is never over - it just moves on to the
next level. But we also have to remember that if we
prepare properly we can overcome every challenge
that comes our way. We can neutralise the V1in ¥
by convincing him to leave us alone, by davening to
N, and ultimately fighting him off with our own
efforts...
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In some DNIT'O, this part of the ND11 is mistranslated
as ‘do not lead us to sin.” Rav Schwab points out that
this obviously cannot be correct as N"1j7N does not
lead people to sin!Rather, he translates it based on
Rav Hirsch as ‘let us not come to sin.” This is based on
the Tj7 NAW NNJ which says 17 NNID NNO'7 N2, if
one decides to do an N1V, then the doors are open
for him to do so.

In this N2 we make a heartfelt request from N"37N
that He help us to overcome our temptations and not
make it easy for us to do NINAV.

This N212 mentions the NIIIW7 of N1V ,NON and ]IV.
A NON is something that is done by accident, so we
ask N"2j7n that even if we have done things we
shouldn't have, please don't let things escalate into an
N1V done habitually or worse, an ]IV done knowingly.

We ask N"1j7N to preserve our sensitivity and NN
D'NY so that even if we do slip up, we should be able
to easily get back on track.
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This Sunday, 1702 'T", marks the 102nd Yartzheit of
7"NT yraniIn 71 qor 7, known as the Alter of
Novardok. He was born in 1847, in the Lithuanian
town of Plongian to his father \N'71 NN7w 1, the 21
and 1"T of the town.

R' Yosef Yoizel joined the Kelm N1'w' at a young
age, becoming a TN'TN of the Alter of Kelm, and
at the age of 16 he was already delivering DNIV'Y
in local D'WNTN M. He married the daughter of
Rav Yaakov Stein, a textile store owner who had
passed away shortly before the wedding. After his
NINN, R' Yosef Yoizel managed the business,
supporting his mother-in-law and the 8 orphans.

On a business meeting in Memel, he became close
to '7'N1 10170 7N 1 and was inspired to close
his business and start learning full-time in the 7712
D'WNY in Kovno under 11112109 N'7¥'N 1 and 1
YOTIVONN '7ND]

In 1894, he established a network of 07710 in 20
different towns as well as a N7ITA NAY' in
Novardok which had 300 D'T'N7N who became
famous for their unwavering 1INV and fearless
opposition to Communist rule. These DIN] were
known to board trains even in the midst of civil war
to help set up NI in other areas.

Eventually, he moved to Kiev where he established
4 more NIA'W'. In 1919, a typhoid epidemic broke
out, killing hundreds of 1T'N. Despite the danger of
infection, 711 qOI' 1 took many ill people into his
home and cared for them. He contracted the
disease and was 1091 shortly afterwards.

Some of his teachings were recorded in the 190
DTN NN, including the adage, "A person
should give up his whole future for today, so that
he will not waste all his todays for one tomorrow."
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In the 1980s, Iran and Iraq were at war with each
other. Many young Jewish men from Iran were
drafted into the army. There was one young man
called Binyamin who was drafted to work in a non-
combative role as an accountant but he nevertheless
had to do all the military training beforehand.

One day, as he was sitting in a class with 300
Muslims learning how to neutralise land-mines, he
was called out from the classroom and told to go to
the head office for an important matter. When he
got there, the General slapped him and told him
“You dirty Jew. You have made a mistake in your
calculations and I'm going to make you pay.”

As they were arguing, they heard a huge explosion. A
mine had exploded in the classroom where Binyamin
had just been, killing everyone in the room.

Binyamin was saved through this moment of
tremendous N'VNS NNAWN.

CHAZON IS A CHIZUK EMUNOH ORGANISATION DESIGNED TO FORTIFY OUR

CONNECTION TO YIDDISHKEIT THROUGH INSPIRATIONAL SHIURIM, TRIPS AND EVENTS



mailto:info@chazon.org.uk

