
פינחס בן אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן השיב את חמתי
מעל בני ישראל...

 
(במדבר כה:יא)

What would your immediate response be if you
suddenly heard the shofar of Moshiach? If this
week’s parsha is anything to go by then the
answer is simple: you’d drop everything and go
running. We know this because of the episode
with Pinchos who killed Zimri and Kosbi.
Pinchos is heralded as a hero and credited
with turning back Hashem’s anger. But it wasn’t
just because he killed them. 

The Divrei Chaim of Sanz zy”a explains that
what really appeased Hashem was the fact
that nobody tried to prevent Pinchos from
doing what he did. In other words, although
many of them were involved in the cheit,
nevertheless as soon as Pinchos stood up and
decried it, all of Bnei Yisroel came to their
senses and realised how wrong they had been.
In this way Pinchos was demonstrating that
when Yieden get caught up in aveiros, it’s only
because they are temporarily possessed by a
ruach of tumoh. But the moment a tzaddik
shows them the error of their ways, they
immediately do teshuva. 

Chazal tell us that the gilgul of Pinchos is
Eliyohu Hanovi (Yalkut 771). This is because at
the time of Moshiach, Eliyohu will perform the
same demonstration. He will announce the
geuloh and all Yieden, even those who may
have strayed from the path of Torah, will be
brought to their spiritual senses again and
come running. This in its own right will be what
merits the coming of Moshiach בב''א.

רוקע הארץ על המים

The Gemoro (Tomid 32a) tells us that even experienced
sailors who are used to spending weeks or even months
at sea, do not feel fully secure until they are on dry land.
There is something reassuring about standing on firm
ground. 

When we get out of bed in the morning and put our feet
on the ground, we are likely to take it for granted.
However, as Rav Schwab zt''l points out, the crust of
the earth covers a liquid interior, made up of both water
and molten metal at its core. If Hakodosh Boruch Hu
would not have solidified the Earth’s surface, life as we
know it would be impossible.

Anyone who has experienced the trauma of an
earthquake, will understand how disconcerting it is to
have the ground move under your feet. Their whole
sense of security disappears and they literally don't
know where to put themselves. 

The brocho of roka ho oretz al hamoyim, is a time to
thank Hashem for spreading out earth across the water.
We thank Him for the very ground we stand on, because
at least that way, we know where we stand!
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Q: How far does one
have to go in order to
be don lekaf zechus?
Are there any tips to
help for this?

However, the best tip is to
try and use your imagination.
If you lose something
valuable, you sometimes
look in the craziest places
for it because maybe, just
maybe, it might be there.
Here too, If you really
want, you can always come
up with “maybe, just 
maybe” there’s a good
reason that person 
is doing what he’s 
doing…
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A: Great question,
especially  at this time of
year when we are working
on our bein odom
lachaveiro! The truth is
that it requires a very
detailed answer because the
poskim say it really depends
on who and when and what.



Rav Moshe Teitelbaum zy''a, whose yohrzeit 
 falls out this week (28 Tammuz), was the av
beis din of Ujhel, Hungary (1759-1841), author of
Yismach Moshe, and founder of  the Satmar
and Sighet dynasties. He was a direct
descendent of the Remoh. He served as Rav
and Av Beis Din of Shinova at the age of 26.
He was known as the Yismach Moshe and
spent his life yearning for Moshiach.

He used to sleep with his clothes on, with his
Shtreimel and cane near his bed, ready to
jump out as soon as the good news of
Moshiach's arrival would be announced. 

Once, his son and daughter-in-law were
supposed to come to him for Shabbos, and
their trip was delayed. Understandably, the
rest of the family were becoming anxious.
Meanwhile, the Yismach Moshe went to the
Mikveh to prepare for Shabbos. Suddenly the
Gabai came running into the Mikveh,
exclaiming to the Yismach Moshe, “He is here!”

The Yismach Moshe became so excited, he
dressed incredibly quickly and rushed out of
the Mikveh. Of course, the Gabbai meant that
his son and his family arrived, but the Yismach
Moshe thought he meant that Mashiach was
here! He couldn’t think of anything else more
exciting and urgent.

When he came to his house and saw that “he is
here” did not mean Mashiach, he started to cry
bitterly.

Of course his madreiga is beyond us, but we
can certainly see from here how important it is
to believe in Moshiach and yearn for his arrival. 

Adapted from R' Dovid Ashear

A poor family in Eretz Yisroel were looking forward
to a family simcha but sadly, aside from their acute
poverty which meant they were $950 behind on
their monthly rent, nobody had any new clothes to
wear. 

A chessed organisation heard about their plight
and went about buying a new set of clothing for
every member of the family. A large box arrived at
their doorstep and the squeals of the children’s
delight could be heard from across the street. 

The mother too had been given a new dress, but
although it brought her relief, she still felt sick at
the thought of being thrown out of their apartment
because of the rent debt. 

As she tried on the dress she felt something stiff
inside. It was an envelope. Inside was a wad of
cash and a note:
“If you’ve received this dress from the gemach, you
probably need some extra money as well. Please
accept my gift of $950. Anonymous”.
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