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Chazal tell us that the Yieden were not affected
by the NIdN in DNXN. But only in rare instances,
such as during 2NV NDN, does the 7109 explicitly
make the distinction. One other such example was
during YWIN NDN, where there was petrifying
darkness for the Egyptians but “for all of 78! 112"
there was light. What is the significance of this
particular distinction?

N'UIT 1TIN'N TN 1, the 7N 1), explains this
{7109 to be referring to the inner essence of every
Yied. Just like a diamond deep beneath the
ground, encrusted in mud and dirt, is still a
priceless diamond, so too a Yied’s NnNwW1 is pure
and precious. Indeed, every morning, each and
every Yied, regardless of what he's done or where
he's been, recites confidently: NNNIW NnNw1 {7178
N'N NNV 1, the soul You have placed within me
is pure. But just like the diamond, it needs to be
given a chance to shine. It needs to be brought
out, polished and shined, and then placed in an
appropriate, velvet setting in order for its full lustre
to be appreciated. So too the NnNw1, with the
necessary polishing and placement, can shine forth
brilliantly no matter the darkness that might
envelop it.

This was the point of the distinction of qwIN NdN.
While all around there was a heavy fog of
blackness, for the Yied, for every Yied - 111 737
TN - there was light.

This idea provides a vital message of {7I'N. There is
no such thing as a Yied of darkness. Deep down
somewhere, DNIAWINY, there is always light. It just
needs to be brought out into the open so that it
can shine forth and dispel the darkness...
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And He does not destroy...

The ODTIDA 7I'0 190 explains that the NNW1 of each and
every Yied is deeply connected to its root. The root of the
NNYA is no less than N"1j7n Himself and the WITj7n D"NN 1IN
describes this connection as being a ‘silver cord'.

If, when a person would do an N1V the connection would
be severed 1I"N, we would fall into oblivion and be totally
wiped out. Therefore, N"1j7N in His infinite mercy, never
destroys the special connection that we have with Him and
always keeps us close.

In fact, the NN in NIAN {719 mentions that there is a 717 N2
that emerges from 211N N every single day that can be
heard by our NN alone. The 110 DW 7V explains that this
71j7 N2 has the effect of inspiring us do NAIWN.

Whenever we experience a NINMIVNN, we should know that it
is coming as a direct result of this 717 N2 which is ‘picked up’
by our NN by virtue of the fact that it is always connected
to N"2j7N with this ‘silver cord'.
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*DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AND ARE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS?

TEXT US AT 07878158547 BEGINNING WITH THE WORD 'CHAZUBONAI".
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This Tuesday, DAV 'O, marks the Yohrzeit of Rav Eliezer
Silver '7"N1.

He was born in 1882 in Obelai, Lithuania, to Rav
Tzemach Bunim and Malka. After learning for 5 years
by his father, young Eliezer was sent to Dvinsk where
he learned by two of the TN '7IM of the time, Rav
Meir Simcha HaKohen, the NN 1IN, and Rav Yosef
Rosen, the Rogachover ]INX. After a short time learning
by Rav Chaim Soloveichik in Brisk, he went on to learn
in the YI2'j7 in Vilna of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzensky,
from whom he received NJ'ND at the age of 24. A
few months later he married Batya Valek and the
young couple emigrated to the USA a year later to
escape the anti-Semitic persecution of Czarist Russia.
They settled in New York City where Rav Eliezer
worked as a garment salesman.

His NI7T in NN was soon recognised and he
became the 17 of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a position
he held for 18 years. He soon became nationally
renowned and was amongst a group of 0'111 who met
President Taft to ask him to void a treaty with Russia
due to their persecution of Yieden. At the behest of
Rav Chaim Ozer, Rav Eliezer set up the organisation
NN MY, a relief fund for displaced NIA'w' and
0121 during World War 1. In 1925, he accepted a
position as 11 in Springfield, Massachusetts and 6
years later he became the 11 of Cincinnati, Ohio. He
was pivotal in establishing Yiddishkeit in America,
becoming President of the 01210 NTIN in 1929, and
helped found and lead the Agudas Yisroel of America.

At the outbreak of the Holocaust in 1939, Rav Silver
convened an emergency meeting with D227 and
established the N7¥N TVI organisation to rescue as
many Yieden as possible from Europe. The
organisation raised a staggering $5 million, a fortune
in those days, and used all means at their disposal,
legal or otherwise, to save thousands of Yieden and
bring them to America, Canada or Eretz Yisroel. In
October 1943, when the Nazi's atrocities became
clearer, he organised and led the famous Rabbis
March, a group of 400 0121 who marched to Capitol
Hill to protest the inaction of the American
government to save European Jewry.

After the war, he was instrumental in rescuing young
Jewish children from European nunerries and also set
up the Chofetz Chaim Day School in Cincinnati where
he remained as 27 until his N7'0D in 1948.
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CHAZON INVITES
YESHIVA BOCHURIM ("2 - 'N DM1v'w) ON A UNIQUE

JOURNEY TO EUROPE

Also Visiting: a, Ujhel, Debrecen

Accommodation: Budapest Jewish

Quarter

Led by R’ Shimshon Silkin and R* "h ‘g

Benny Blau \;i M

Deadline for applications: 10th March
More information and to apply, please email: rabbiblau@chazon.org.uk
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Dan Kirschner is a businessman who lives in Silver Spring, Maryland.
He grew up non-observant but went to NN7W 112N in 7N YN
where he was NIWNA 17IN. He became a close TN7N of one of the
N'7N1N, Rabbi Rosenberg. During that summer, Rabbi Rosenberg was
giving DNIV'Y on the NIXN of NIN'Y and Dan became particularly
attached to that nivN.

Dan’s daily schedule was that after NNW and a V'Y, he would
drive the 15-minute commute to work where he would have his first
coffee of the day. One morning, he inexplicably had a strong craving
for caffeine and despite being just 5 minutes away from his office,
he turned off the motorway to buy himself a coffee. As he drove the
remaining blocks to his work, juggling his manual car and his coffee
simultaneously, the coffee splattered all over his shirt! He went home
to change and was horrified to realise that he hadnt put on Ni¥¥
that day! He thanked ‘N for the amazing NNAWN which ensured that
he wouldn’t go through an entire day without his precious nixn of
N'X'Y which he would have been devastated to discover at the end
of the day.

When he got back to the junction where he had stopped to get the
coffee, he noticed for the first time that the junction was called...

Four Corners!
MJW
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